Attorney Docket No. 

MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
United States Patent Application 
COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

As a below named inventor I hereby declare that: my residence, post ofGce address and citizenship are as stated below next to 
my name; that 

I verily believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or a joint inventor (if plural 
inventors are named below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: 

E1£CTR0DE PLATE UNIT AND BATTERY 

The specification of which 

a. IS is attached hereto 

b. n was filed on as application serial no. • and was amended on 

(if applicable) (in the case of a PCT-filed application) described and claimed in international no. filed 

and as amended on (if any), which I have reviewed and for which I solicit a United States patent. 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification, including the claims, as amended 
by any amendment referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to the patentability of this application in accordance with Title 37, 
Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56 (attached hereto). 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, § 119/365 of any foreign application(s) for patent or 
inventor's certificate listed below and have also identified below any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate having a 
filing date before that of the application on the basis of ixdiich priority is claimed: 



a. Q no such applications have been filed. 

b. IS such applications have been filed as follows: 



FOREIGN AFPUCATION(S), IF ANY, CLAIMING PRIORITY UNDER 35 USC S 119 


COUNTRY 


APPUCATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


DATE OF ISSUE 

(day, month, year) . , 


Japan 


2000-131759 


28 April 2000 












ALL FORE] 


[GN APPUCATION(S), IF ANY, FILED BEFORE THE PRIORITY APPUC 


ATIONCS) 


COUNTRY 


APPUCATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 



















I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 120/365 of any United States and PCT international application(s) 
listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States 
application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States CMe, § 112, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose 
material information as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § U6(a) ^^ch occurred between the filing date of the prior 
application and the national or PCT international filing date of this application. 



1 U^ APPUCATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FIUNG (day, month, year) 


STATUS (patented, pendfaig, abandoned) 








I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code § 119(e) of any United States provisional application(s) listed below: 


VS. PROVISIONAL APPUCATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FIUNG (Day, Month. Year) 







I hereby appoint the following attoniey(s) and/or patent agent(s) to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the Patent 
and Trademark Office connected herewidi: 



/\iDrecuiy jouu 


tveg. INO* *t\3f*fOi 


jvowaicny K, /\ian w . 


Dam XTm It CO C 

Reg. No. 31p35 


All M Tpffpr 

All) m. jeuer 


tveg. JNO. *K>,J3!r 


jvowaicnyK, ivamenne m. 


Dam XIm nC O AO 

Reg. no. 3o,o48 


/\nuerson, vjiegg i. 


l\eg. INO. Zo,oZo 


L>acy, r aui c. 


Dam XTm 'SO t%A£ 

Reg. no. 3o,946 


uaizii, iinan n. 


iveg. no. ^z,70U 


L«arson, james /\. 


Dam XTm Afi A A*i 

Reg. no. 40,443 


jjeaiuy jonn ju. 


Keg. no. z/,oiz 


uepa, jviara ti»* 


DAi* XTa At\ i\£.£. 

Keg. no. 4U,uoo 


fjeius, jouii ivi. 


tveg. no. *fj,*fyo 


Ldnoquisi, 1 imouiy a. 


Keg. no. 4U,7Ui 


ijioCKy Dnice c 


Pact Mrk ^1 AOO 

tveg. no. <*i,ozz 


i^ycKe, Lawrence n. 


Daa XTa "^Q C>4A 

Keg. no. 3o,^4U 


Drancn, Jonn w. 


Paa Ma A1 All 

Keg. no. HijOoj 


M,c/\uiey, oieven a. 


Dam XIm AC f\QA 

Reg. no. 4o,Uo4 


jDremer, L/ennis 


Paa Ma AH ^0(2 

Keg. no. *t\j,jZo 


MCLionaiG, jLiamei w. 


Dam XIm f\A A 

Reg. no. 32,U44 


i>ruess, dieven 


Keg. no. J4,lJU 


Mcintyre, jr., William r. 


Da A, XT^ A A t\n-t 

Reg. No. 44,921 


i>yTue, i^inoa m.. 


Keg. no. ^z,4U4 


Mueller, Douglas P. 


Dam XTm IfX lAA 

Reg. No. 3i},30u 


i.^anipDcii, iveiui 


Keg. no.r-4o,Dy/ 


Pauly, Darnel M. 


Dam XTa >IA in*i 

Reg. No. 40,123 


v^arison, /vian o. 


Keg. no. ZjjVDV 


rniiiips, oryan k. 


Dam XIm X3 A C C\C%f\ 

Keg. No. r-4o,yyo 


Caspers, Philip P. 


Keg. no. 3 J,zz / 


rniiiips, Jonn o. 


Dam XTa '3'7 nf\£^ 

Reg. No, 37,206 


Uaiapetta, James K. 


Reg. No. 3y,o34 


riunkett, ineodore 


Reg. No. 37,209 


diiioruy jonn a. 


Reg. no. 30,247 


Prendergast, Paul 


Reg. No. 46,068 


Daignault, Ronald A. 


Dam XT a. ic r%£.o 

Reg, no. Z5,yoo 


rytel, Melissa J. 


Reg. No. 41,512 


Ualey, Dennis K. 


Reg. no. 34,994 


Qualey, Terry 


w> ^ ^ XT _ OC t AO 

Reg. No. 25,148 


Liaigiisn, ijesue c. 


Dam M^ >tA CTO 

Keg. wo. 4U,579 


Reicn, Jonn c 


Dam XIm in ntVl 

Reg. No. 37,703 


Liauiion, juue k« 


Kcg. no. oO,414 


DaSIam^ 1 

Keuano, nari u. 


Dam XTa OC n 

Reg. No. ZdJoI 


Lievnes omiin, Katnenne M. 


Dam KT*» >10 i 

Reg. XNO. 4Z,1^ / 


acnmaitz, uavic o. 


Dam XTm 'ifl O^^O 

Reg. No. 39,828 


LiirieirOy MarK j. 


Dam xim oq nan 
Reg. iNO. Zo, /U / 


dcnuman, MarK Li. 


Dam XIm '31 IftT 

Reg. No. 31,197 


cdeii, KODert i . 


Dam xtm on 1 on 

Reg. no. 20,lo7 


dcnumaim, Micnael D. 


XT.,. 'iA ilOO 

Reg. No. 30,422 


bpp Kyan, oancira 


xt^ 'in 

Reg. no. 39,oo7 


Scull, Timothy B. 


Reg. No. 42,137 


^^1am^»a D^I«a*4 T 

oiance, Kooert J. 


Dam KTm ilA iCOn 

Reg. no. 4U,02U 


deDaia, vrregory A. 


Dam XTa 1*1 O O A 

Reg. No. 33,280 


ooggm, maiinew j. 


Dam KTm a a 10< 

Keg. no. 44,12 J 


oKOOg, MarK 1 . 


Dam XTm Af\ ITQ 

Reg. No. 40,17o 


ijoiia, cnaries b. 


Dam xta nc, oniC 

Reg. No. 2o,o9o 


^ -11-.- ■ 0*_— ¥ 

opeliman, oteven J. 


Reg. No. 45,124 


liorman, Alan o. 


Dam kTm io Ann 
Reg. No. 3o,472 


C*mI1 T\a'Da1I VSmA'Zm ¥ 

dtoU-DeBell, Kirstin L. 


XTa An ^£.A 

Reg. No. 43,164 


iiouiQ, Jonn i^. 


Dam Kr*% 1C 001 

Keg. no. io,223 


oumner, jonn r. 


Dam XIm OQ i 1 y1 

Reg, No. 29,114 


iiregsony lucnara 


Dam Mrk >f 1 QAvf 

Keg. no. 4i,oU4 


Swenson, Erik G. 


Dam XIm A^ "t An 

Reg. NO. 4^,147 


Gresens, John J. 


Dam XTm 11 no 

Reg. No. 33,112 


lelleKson, iiavui K. 


Da^ XTa nn nt A 

Reg. No. 32,314 


Hamer, Samuel A. 


Dam XTa T% AC nCA 

Reg. No. P-4o,754 


Tremoatn, Jon R. 


Daa XTa *iO IAA 

Reg. No. 38,344 


tiamre, uums o. 


Dam KJm on 

Reg. No. 29,lo5 


unaerniii, Aloeit 


Dam I^m nn Afll 

Reg. No. 27,403 


Harrison, Kevin C. 


Dam KIm. ti AC OCO 

Reg. NO.r-4o,759 


X/aM ^AMl^.avMl. T T\a«a1v 

vanaenDurgn, J. uereK 


Dam XIm 1 TO 

Reg. No. 32,179 


Hertzc>erg, isrett A. 


Dam XTm An CCCi 

Reg. No. 42,650 


U/aUI Ym1«m d 

walil, Jonn R. 


Dam XTa - H i\A A 

Reg. No. 33,044 


fUUson, Kanoaii A. 


Dam XTm 11 010 

Reg. No. 31,o3o 


\17aa«.aw T/" n. »i ji I j-l 

Weaver, Kame o. 


Dam XTm AI n A Z 

Reg. No. 43,245 


tioizer, Jr., Kicnara j. 


Dam XIm An CCQ 

Reg. No. 42,000 


welter, raui A. 


Dam XIm OA OAA 

Reg. No. 20,890 


jonnston, Scott w. 


Dam XTm 1ft ^01 

Reg. No. 39,721 


Wiiipps, Brian 


Daai XTa. An n£^t 

Reg. No. 43,261 


AaQicviicny piaiaue u* 


Paa Ma 1A 1 0A 

Keg. no. j*f,i70 


vTic&nen], j. dooi 


Keg. no. «ii,j/o 


Karjeker, Shaukat 


Reg. No. 34,049 


Williams, Douglas J. 


Reg. No. 27,054 


Kasteiic, Joseph M. 


Reg. No. 37.160 


Witt, Jonelle 


Reg. No. 41,980 


Kettelberger, Denise 


Reg. No. 33,924 


Wu,Tong 


Reg.No.43;361 


Keys, Jeramie J. 


Reg. No. 42,724 


Xu, Min S. 


Reg. No. 39,536 


Knearl, Homer L. 


Reg. No. 21,197 


Zeuli, Anthony R. 


Reg. No. 45,255 



I hereby authorize them to act and rely on instructions from and communicate directly with the person/assignee/attomey/firm/ 
organization whoMhich first sends/sent this case to them and by whomAvfaich I hereby declare that I have consented after fiill disclosure 
to be represented unless/until I instruct Merdiant & Gould P.C. to the contrary. 

Please direct all correspondence in this case to Merchant & Gould P.C. at the address indicated below: 



Merchant & Gould P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 
Minneapolis, MN SS402-0903 



I hereby declare that all statements . Je herein of my own knowledge are true and th^ -II statements made on information and belief 
are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fme or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful 
false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 



1 ^ 


r nil Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
FUKUDA 


First Given Name 
Shinsuke 


Second Given Name 


1 ^ 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 
Aichi 


State or Foreign Counti7 
Japan 


Country of Citizenship 

Japan 


1 


Post Oflice 
Address 


Post Office Address 

202, Sunrise-Imure, 2-9-1, Immreidta, Toyohashi-shi 


SUte & Zip Code/Country 
Aichi 440-0834/JAPAN 


Signature of Inventor 201: . I . 


Date: 




2 


FuU Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
ARAI 


First Given Name 
Naoto 


Second Given Name 


0 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 
Osaka 


State or Foreign Country 
Japan 


Country of Citizenship 

Japan 


2 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 

112, Shanimu-Toyoshima, l-S-16, Toyoshimakita, Ikeda-shi 


State & Zip Code/Countiy 
Osaka 563-0038/JAPAN 


Signatare or Inventor 202: 


Date: 


AprW /6. aoo/ 


2 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 

FUJIOKA 


First Given Name 

Noriyuki 


Second Given Name 


0 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

Shizuoka 


State or Foreign Country 
Japan 


Country of Citizenship 

Japan 


3 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 

A-102, Ekuseni, 1008-1, Okazaki, Kosai-shi 


State & Zip Code/Country 
Shizuoka 431-0452/JAPAN 


Signature or Inventor 203: y _ y 


Date: 




2 


FuU Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
HAM ADA 


First Given Name 
Shinji 


Second Given Name 


0 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 
Aichi 


State or Foreign Country 
Japan 


Country of Citizenship 
Japan 


4 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 

101, Kopo-Suwa, 52-1, Yamadaoibancho, Toyohashi-shi 


Sute & Zip Code/Countiy 
Aichi 440-8104/JAPAN 


Signature of Inventor 204: 

Shinti H(unadou 


Date: 





§ 1^6 Duty I disclose informatiou material t patentability. 



(a) A patent by its very nature is affected with a public interest. The public interest is best served, and the most effective 
patent examination occurs when, at Uie time an application is being examined, the Office is aware of and evaluates the teachings of all 
information material to patentability. Each individual associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of 
candor and good faith in dealing with the Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Office all information known to that individual 
to be material to patentability as defined in this section. The duty to disclose information exists with respect to each pending claim until 
the claim is canceled or withdrawn from consideration, or the application becomes abandoned. Information material to the patentability 

f a claim that is canceled or withdrawn from consideration need not be submitted if the information is not material to the patentability 
of any claim remaining under consideration in the application. There . is no duty to submit information which is not material to the 
patentability of any existing claim. The duty to disclose all information known to be material to patentability is deemed to be satisfied if 
all information known to be material to patentability of any claim issued in a patent was cited by the Office or submitted to the Office in 
the manner prescribed by §§ 1.97(b)-(d) and 1.98. However, no patent will be granted on an application in connection with which fraud 
on the Office was practiced or attempted or the duty of disclosure was violated through bad faith or intentional misconduct. The Office 
encourages applicants to carefully examine: 

(1) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a counterpart application, and 

(2) the closest information over which individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent 
application believe any pending claim patentably defines, to make sure that any material information contained therein is disclosed to 
the Office. 

(b) Under this section, information is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to information already of record 
or being made of record in the application, and 

(1) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability of a 

daim; 
or 

(2) It refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position the applicant takes in: 

(i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 

(ii) Asserting an argument of patentability. 

A prima facie case of unpatentability is established ^en the mfonnation compels a conclusion that a claim is unpatentable under the 
preponderance of evidence, burden-of-proof standard, giving each term in the claim its broadest reasonable construction consistent with 
the specification, and before any consideration is given to evidence which may be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary 
conclusion of patentability. 

(c) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of this section are: 

(1) Eadi inventor named in the application: 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) Every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application and 
who is associated with the inventor, widi the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to assign the application. 

(d) Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply with this section by disclosing information to the 
attorney, agent, or inventor. 



